
● A warm welcome to the last week of the Data Science School. It has been a 

long walk and you can pat yourself on the back that you've made it to the end. 

We have saved the best for last and so, this last module is all about you and 

how YOU could build your own researcher reputation by being a responsible 

author.



● It could really feel like having to face a jungle when you first start out your 

journey as an author. The intent with this module is to help you manoeuver

safely through the jungle so that you can build your reputation and become a 

responsible author. There are four guides to help you stay on the straight and 

narrow.



Lesego Is an information specialist at the University of Pretoria. She will be telling 

you about the retrieval of reliable literature & help you get the management of your 

references under control. She will also tell you how to measure the impact of your 

research outputs and provide insight into managing your reputation as a 

researcher.
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Siphethile is the manager of Information Specialist Services at the Council for 

Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR’s) Information Services unit. She will guide 

you in the process of  disseminating your research results and she will also be 

offering advise on how to protect yourself from predatory publishers. She will tell 

you about the advantages of connecting all your research objects to a researcher 

ID.



There is no real need to introduce Bianca to you. You have met her often during the 

School and as you are aware she is a wizz when it comes to using R. She will, in 

this module, be teaching you about reproducible writing - reminding you again of 

the power of R.



My name is Martie. I am a Research Associate in the Department of Information 

Science at the University of Pretoria. I'll be briefly telling you about the open content 

licences and then we'll talk about some editorial processes to help you with your 

publishing efforts. 



I need to acknowledge the work of the Author Carpentry work group in developing 

the curriculum for this module. Particularly the work of Gale Clement in designing 

the reputation game plan upon which we were able to build our own content. As 

I've mentioned before it really could be seen as a jungle experience to try and keep 

yourself safe.  We will attempt to guide you. To make the journey easier we have 

broken the curriculum into 9 sessions.  These sessions are all clearly indicated on 

this roadmap (look for the green circles) which is also provided to you as a 

downloadable document. More about the sessions on the next slide.



As was mentioned the curriculum has been broken into nine sessions.  These 

sessions are not all of equal length or importance.  Some sessions (1, 3 and 7) help 

you to be more efficient. Sessions 2, 5 & 6 provide advice on potential pitfalls. 

While Sessions 4, 8 and 9 will help you to understand what needs to be done to 

start managing your career as a researcher.



This will be a busy module and we will therefore not have much time to talk about 

all the ethical issues associated with responsible authorship.  That does not make 

the issue less important.  Responsible authorship is mainly concerned with open 

access and open data. Looking at the responsible conduct of research ‘flower’ we 

are then talking about authorship & publication as well as peer review.



● We live in an era where more and more content is freely and openly available 

via the Internet. Although open content fast tracks learning and it is also open 

to abuse. We have posted four questions on our Slack channel #responsible-

authorship for you to consider. 

● Here are a number of ethical questions we would like you to consider – please 

respond in Slack:

○ A document was released under the CC By license (the most lenient of 

the licenses) – under what circumstances may you add your name as 

the author of the document?

○ Should self-plagiarism be regarded as actual (real) plagiarism, if so 

what consequences should the author face, if not, why should it be 

acceptable?

○ What would you do if you were accused of plagiarism?

○ What should you do when you realise your work (a 

report/article/dataset) was plagiarised?

● With these introductory slides having been shown, let's move on. I hope that 

you will enjoy this journey. 




